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Parls, 11 December 200é
Dear Madam,

We are writing today concerning the Commission s decls
support for the transnational distribution of European flims
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Thers has not been any consuitatlon for this decision with the dlstributors and editors concemed or any
representative from the distributors’ or edltors’ organisations. These distriputors and editers take reponsibilities
and financial risks dally In Investing in distribution of European fllms. Al video distrbutors and edltors
concerned spent tme and money o the MEDIA video support submissions; as you know, the applications are
not simple requests of funds, byt audited accounts of Video revenues, not o mention that the funding to be
received has been built into the revenue projections and accounted for In the investment plans of many
applicant companles.

We wish to undarline the fact that this support remains cruclal In these years for video distributors and has
provided strong beneflts to European cnema. Furthermere, the MEDIA funding is supporting a European
Industry in times of a maturing market phase.

If the MEDIA Programme stops providing financial support to European video distributors for transnational
distribution of European flims on DVD, this will affect primarily the video editlon of challenging European films In
respect of which the independent distributers will not dare to take financlal and editorlal risks, If they can only
rely on traditional market guarantees. As & result, it is the European cultural diversity itself that Is at stake.

Therefore, we respectfully request the Commission to reconsider Its decislon to cancel Call for Proposals 14-
2005, At the same time, we belleve this support s necessary also In the future given the mature nature of the
market. We suggest launching & discussion with the MEDIA Programme about reform proposals for 2007-2013
in order to make the support more efficient (implementation of a slate funding system for example).

Many thanks In advance for your censideration of this mattar,

Régine VIAL, Vice-Presidant of ELropa Distribution on behalf of Europa Distribution and It mambars

Jean-Paul Commin, President of the International Video Federation on behalf of the IVF as well as on behalf of
BVF, DVA, SEV, BWV, HXF, Univideo, NVPI, NVA, FDA, FEVIP, UVE, SVF and BVA
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Valerie Lepine-Karnik, Di wGeneral of the International Federation of Film Producers’ Associations
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Copy to T M, Christopher Forax
M. Gregory Pauiger
Mrs Aviva Silver
M. Costas Daskalakls

Contact; Charlotte Lund Thomsen — IVF (cithomsen@ivf-video.org)
Adeline Monzier - Eurepa Distribution (info@europa-distribution.org)



